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U. S, NAVAL AVIATION SAFETY CENTER
U. S. NAVAL AIR STATION
NORFOLK 11, VIRGINIA

NASC:1132d]
Ser: 965
25 April 1963

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IAV OPNAVINST P3750,6 SERIES

From: Commander, U. S. Naval Aviation Safety Center
Tos Commanding Officer, Air Development Squadron FIVE

Subj: VX-5 AAR ser 1-62 concerning A-4C EALD—ZN) BuNo 145066 accident
occurring 25 September 1962, pilot

1, The subject report and all endorsements theron have Leen reviewed., The
Naval Aviation Safety Center concurs with the comments and recommendations
of the Aircraft Accident Board as modified by subsquent endorsers.

2. The cause of this accident has been recorded by the Center indicating
material malfunction of the fuel system as the single conributing factor.

By direction

Copy to:

BUWEPS (F-12) (2)
COMFAIRSAN DIEGO
COMNAVAIRPAC

CO ATKRON 125
BUWEPSREP LONG BEACH
COMOPTEVFOR

CO NAVPARFAC EL CENTRO
CINCPACFLT
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SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH PARAGRAPH 70, OPNAVINST 3750.6D 7 MAR 1963

FOURTH ENDORSEMENT on AIRDEVRON 5 AAR ser 1-62 concerning A4C (ALD-2N)
BUNO 145066 accident occurring 25 September 1962 pilot

: From: Chief, Bureau of Naval Weapons
; To: Commander, U, S, Naval Avietion Safety Center

i Subj: AIRDEVRON 5 AAR ser 1-62

¢ Ref: (c) BUWEPS ltr RAAE-3331/80:JD to Douglas Aircraft Compeny, Inc.,
3 Long Beach, of 31 Nov 1962, NOTAL.

1. PForwarded.

¢ 2. Reference (c) approved the installation of a lerger fuel pump

; bracket as a class II change in production aircraft. In addition,

: an Engineering Change Proposal was requested for the retrofit of all
A“l‘ aircr&ft.

3. Change effectivity numbers for in production A-4C and A-4E have
been established. The ECP has not been received as of this date.

By direstion -~

Copy to:
COMNAVAIRPAC
COMFAIRSAN DIEGO
€O, AIRDEVRON 5

s NS i




FFL~1/3750
Ser 80/4-”1) ’,1
SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE 23 NOV 1962

WITH PARAGRAPH 70, OPNAVINST 3750.6D

THIRD ENDORSEMENT on ATLRDEVRON 5 AAR ser 1-62 con ng A4LC (A4D-2N) BUNO
145066 accident occurring 25 September 1962 pilot

From: Commander Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Tos Commander, U.S. Naval Aviation 3afety Center

Via: Chief, Bureau of Naval Weapons

Subj: AIRDEVRON 5 AAR ser 1-62

1., Readdressed and forwarded for Bureau of Naval Weapons consideration of the
recommendation to increase the width of the fuel boost pump bracket (part number

366809) so as to increase support for the bottom of the fuel cell where the
fuel pump is located.

2, Commander Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet concurs with the comments
and recommendations of the aircraft accident board and in the remarks
contained in subsequent endorsements.
3, The following administrative errors are noted:

a. Page 1, section B, item 6 should read cockpit vice pilot.

b. Date of last flight, page 1, section B, item 12 should be the last
flight prior to the flight on which the accident occurred.

c. The pages of the AAR were not numbered consecutively.

4. For purposes of safety awards this accident is administratively
charged to ALRDEVRON 5.

BUWEPS (F 12)
COMNAVAVNSAFECEN (2)
CO ATKRON 125

CO AIRDEVRON 5
BUWEPS REP LONG BEACH

COMOPTEVFOR
CO NAVPARFAC EL CENTRO 17

T p—————
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FF7/3750
Serial No,:

o/ 3745
5 NOV )982

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANGE
WITH PARAGRAPH 70, OPNAVINST 3750,4D

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on VX=5 AAR ser l=62 conce » BUNO
145066, accident occurring 25 Sep 1962, p:llot.xw‘ZN
From: Commander Fleet Air San Diego

Tos Commander, U.S, Naval Aviation Safety Center

Via:  Commander Naval Air Force, U.S, Pacific Fleet

Subj: VI~5 AAR ser 162 BUNO 145066, pilot-

1, Forwarded, concurring with the findings and for consideration of the
recommendations of the Aircraft Accident Board,

2, The following administrative error was noted:

Gogvato: (2) (Air Mai1)
NAVA!

BUWEPS (1)

COMNAVAIRPAC (1)

(1)
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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED in accordamce OPNAV REPORT 3750.1
OPNAY FORM 3750-1 (Rev. 12.55) PAGE | with Para. 65, OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3750.6C ‘
- PART I - GENERAL o
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OFMAY FORM 3750. ) (e 1299

PAGE 3 AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT OPNAY REFORT 3750. 1
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PART V- The accident

COR -was assigned A4D-2N BUNO 145066 (MYSTIFY 2) on 25 Scptember
1962 for an authorized project flight concerned with the prosecution of
CNO assigned project Op/V269. Origin of the flight was NAF, Chime Lake,
Calif., and the flight mission called for glide bombing on target 103A
located in the vicinity of NAF, El Centro, Calif. and on target ''Candid
Camera" in the Yuma, Arizona Area

CDR - fiight leader and LT- wingman, conducted a mission
brief and received a meterological brief prior to take=-off.

The pilot, CDR — conducted a normal pre-flight of the assigned
airplane. External configuration of the airplane was two full 300 gallon

drop tanks and a centerline practice bomb rack with 4 MK 89 practice bombs
(56# weight each).

Take-off was made at 1318 PDT followed by the wingman in MYSTIFY 8,
an AlD-2N. After a running rendezvous the flight climbed out on course
toward the El Centro target. En route cruise was made at 20,000 feet,
0.68 Mach. Weather en route was generally clear.

As the flight passed about 5 miles to the west of Thermal Vortac
the wingman noticed fuel streaming from the lead airplane. The time was
approximately 1345 PDT. The flight leader was informed of the situation
and turned the drop tank transfer switch off as it is not unusal for ALD
type airplanes to vent some fuel overboard when transferring fuel from
the drop tanks to the wing tank. After another 30 seconds had elapsed the
wingman reported the overboard fuel flow rate increasing. The wingman
moved beneath the lead airplane for closer examination and observed fuel
streaming out heavily around the centerline bomb rack The wingman check-
ed the right side of the airplane and reported fuel streaming along the
wing root. The port side was also checked but there was no visible fuel
stream on that side. However, it is noted that from this position the
wingman was looking directly into the sun.

When the fuel streaming had been reported to the pilot his internal
fuel reading was at 5,300 pounds, having commenced fuel transfer from
the drop tanks at an indicated internal fuel reading of 4,500 pounds.
There was at this time, approximately 6700 pounds total fuel aboard.
After securing the drop tank transfer the internal fuel reading was down
to 5,00 pounds. As the internal fuel indication continued to decrease
the pilot then resumed trensfer from the drop tanks. The internal fuel
reading was now at 4,700 pounds The flight commenced descent in order
to get below the scattered to broken stratus clouds in the El Centro
area. Bases of the clouds were at approximately 6,000 feet During
this time anattempt was made to contact El Centro on 340.2MC. This
effort was not successful so the flight switched to 243.0 MC (GUARD)
and contacted E! Ccntro Tower. The transcript of the Guard transmission
is included as enclosure (5). By the time the tower was contacted, indicat~-
ed internal fuel quanitity was at 4,000 pounds. This reading indicated

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70,
OPNAVINST 3750.6D
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PART VII - The Investigation

The initial phase of the investigation commenced with the arrjval
of the VX=5 Saftey Officer and Flight Surgeon at NAF, El Centro
approximately three (3) hours after the accident. Initial questioning
of the pilot was accomplished and arrangements made for photographic
and guard services at the crash site,

Investigation of the crash site commenced on the following morn=
ing and preliminary effort was directed toward mapping the area and
locating major aircraft components plus all components associated with
the fuel system, This map is included as enclosure (6). The invest~
igation was aided by Mr, Haf Douglas Aircraft Company and
vr. [N - Curtiss-Wright Corporation. LCOR ﬂof the
Safety Center was also present, At the same time, a canvas of adjecent
dwelling sites was mxde to locate witnesses. The area in which the
pilot landed wes surveved by jeep and by air in an effort to locate
the canopy and ejection seat, Thorough seerch of the field and manual
excavation of the impact hole yielded approximately 70% of the bottom
and top areas of the fuselage fuel cell, sections of the fuel boost
pump and most of the fuel line fittings.

On 28 September, clean-up of the crash site was made by a crew
from NAF, E! Centro and the debris unloaded in the NAF salvage yard.
This debris was searched again for additional parts,

The results of the investigation in the El Centro area ascertained
that:

(1) No ground eye witnesses to the actual ejection and subsequent
impact of the airplane could be located.

(2) No indication of in=flight fire could be found, (Portions
of the fire detection system were recovered arnd were properly assembled),

(3) The ejection seat and airplane canopy could not be located.
Civil law enforcement egencies were alerted and requested to notify NAF,
El Centro in the event that information materialized regarding either
location of the canopy and ejection seat or eye witnesses,

(4) Examination of the recovered fragments of the fuselage fuel cell
indicated fuel activation of parts of the bottom of the fuel cell prior to

impact,

All recovered fuel system components were taken to Douglas Aircraft
Company at Long Ouach for essembly and enalysis, Dougles Aircraft and
Firestone Rubber provided engineering assistance for laboratory analysis
and reconstruction of the fuselage fuel cell. The result of these steps
are summarized as follows:

SPECIAL HANDL ING REQUIRED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70
OPNAVINST 3750.60,
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STATEMENT OF CDR -onceamﬁc ACCIDENT  IVOLVING A4D-2N
BUNO 145066 ;

| inspected alrcraft BUNO 145066 A4D-2N pridr to take<$ff on
a routine bombing mission and found no discrepancies, Both external
tanks were full and totavl fuel wos 9400 pounds, All press to test lights
were working. | made my take-off at about 1318 which was uneventful.
Climb out was made at 310 knots to 20,000 feet. | cruised at 20,000
feet, .68 mach, %i:f:el flow was about 3000 pounds per hour.
| started fuel transfer at 4500 pounds indicated fuel. The fuel gauge
went up to 5300 pounds and remained there. My wingman and | were homing
on the Thermal VORTAC and about 30 minutes out from China Lake when he
reported that | was losing fuel. Thinking that | might be overflowing
due to fuel transfer | shut off my transfer pressure switch. My wingman
then reported that | was still losing fuel and that it was coming from
my wing roots, My fuel gauge had dropped to 5000 pounds by this time.
| told my wingman that my fuel was dropping and that | would try to go
into El Centro. The fuel was then noted to be 4700 pounds. | turned
the pressure switch back on to attempt to transfer more fuel into my
main tank. We then switched to Channel 2 and attempted to get El Centro
tower. | could not get the tower on Channel 2 so switched to GUARD.

My fuel then was reading 4000 pounds. My wingman contacted El Centro Tower
and cleared me for a straight in approach.

My fuel went to 1000 pounds and | told my wingman that | difidn't
think | could meke El Centro. The engine then flamed out. The altitude
was approximately |S,000.I Fuel quanity was still 1000 pounds, fuel flow
was 0 and the RPM was at START, | tried to re-light using main gener=
ator and primary fuel control which was unsuccessful. | lost electrical
power during the re-light attempt. | pulled the emergency drop out gen-

erator and regained electrical power. | called my wingman and told him

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRA H 70,
OPNAVINST 3750.60.
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that | was flamed out. Then | went to m;nual fuel control and made
two re-start attempts with no luck. Fuel quantity still read 1000
pounds and | do not remember seeing the fuel transfer light on.

| then told my wingman that | was going to eject after | had
descended below the clouds and when not over the lake. Just before |
ejected | noted my airspeed was about 280 knots and my altitude was about
7,000 feet. Just prior to ejection | pointed the airplane toward some
open fields and trimed nose down. | told my wingman that my feet were on
the rudder pedals and "adios'. | pulled the curtain with both hands and
was ejected with no problems. Seat separation went as advertised and the
parachute deployed on schedule. Everything seemed normal except that |
seemed to have two small parachutes instead of one. | guess a shroud line
was over the top of the chute. | was swinging back and forth and | pulled
on one of the risers to stop this but one side of the chute acted )ike
it was going to dump so | stopped pulling on the riser. 1 released the
left leg strap and the survival gear swung to my right side. When |
got near the ground | held on to the risers and put my legs together.
My rate of descent seemed quite rapid during the last couple of seconds.
| was going to try to roll on impact and release the quick disconnects
3s soon as | hit; however, I hit so hard | didn't even move from point
of impact. 1 could not breath and my right foot hurt quite a bit, | got
on my knees and released the risers as soon as | could. The surface wind
was calm and | was not dragged. | then stood on one leg and signaled my
wingman that | was okay. | was picked up by a farmer and transferred to
3 police car for the trip to NAF, El Centro.

| do not know how this accident could have been prevented or foreseen.

. AT
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Statement of LT USN concerning accident
involy ng ~<N_BUN

At approximately 1315, 25 September 1962, CDR-in XE~2
(145066) and | departed NAF, China Lake on a scheduled flight to the
Yuma target complex, At approximately 1345, we were proceeding at
20,000 feet heading 130° p approximately 5 miles west of Thermal Vartoc
when | noticed fuel streaming from the lead airplane, It started sud-
denly and appeared to be excessive for overboard dump associated with
fuel transfer from the drop tanks,

I called XE-2 and informed him of the condition, he acknowledged by
switching his transfer Switch off. After 30 seconds, | reported that
the fuel stream was increasing and that it looked like a fuel leak,
| moved in under XE-2 and obssrved fue] streaming out heavily around the
centerline bomb rack., | reported to XE-2 that he may have lost the plug
in the rack and better head for a field. I moved over to the right side
of XE~2 and reported fuel streaming along the wing root, On checking
the port side of the airplane, there 3ppeared to be no leak on that side,
We started descending at this time,

CDR -acknowledged saying he had 4000 Ibs and was headed for
El Centro. We switched to 340,2 MC and attempted contact with El Centro
tower; XE~2 first with no results and | second with negative results,

I told XE-2 | was switching to Guard frequency, he acknowledged. E1

Centro tower came up on Guard after one call, wes informed of problem and

rogered duty Runway 8, At this time, | heard XE-2 reported 1000 1bs",

| relayed El Centro duty Runway and "standing by", and noticed XE~2 dropp-~

ing back. We were Passing through approximately 10,000 feet at this time,
SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN

ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70,
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| dropped speed brakes to get back alongside XE=2 and heard ‘Mayday,
flamed out, | don't think | can get it started again''., | rogered. COR
-called "I'm getting out, got my feet on the pedals, keep me in
sight", | rogered, and reduced power further as | still had not gotten
abeam of XE~2, At the time of ejection, | had a clear view of the air-
craft, my position being slightly ahead and about 500 feet to the star-
board side. | observed the canopy jettison, followed very closely by
the seat, The seat and pilot separated and the parachute opened shortly
thereafter, The ejection sequence appeared normal in every respect,
The PRT-3 beacon began '‘beeping'’ loud and clear, | commenced a tight
port orbit around the descending parachute and called '"Mayday' - giving
approximate position of crash. Several other stations acknowledged in=
cluding El Centro and 2 UF in the area, | estimate our altitude at
time of ejection wes between 5 and 8 thousand feet. The UF called in,
saying he had a puff of smoke in sight but nothing else. | gave him my
position relative to the smoke. The UF acknowledged that he had me in
sight. | reported the: parachute's position in the center of my orbit
and he rogered saying he had it im sight. At this time, | was at one
thousand feet and saw the UF come across the shoreline of the Salton Sea
from the north at 2 lower altitude, | observed the pilot land near a
dirt road about a mile and 2 half south of the Salton Sea about one mile
east of U,S, Highwey 99. The UF was orbiting at about 100 feet and made
repeated low passes over the pilot initially reporting to El Centro tower
that the pilot appeared in good condition with the exception of an injured
leg, The parachute wes on the ground next to the pilot - the PRT beacon
was still broadcasting loud and clear,

SPEC IAL HANDL ING REQUIRED IN

ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70,
OPNAVINST 3750.6D,

i




During the parachute's descent, | looked to the south to see where
the airplane had crashed and observed a thin column of smoke below a
large puff of smoke over the crash site, | missed the actual impact
by several seconds. The crash was In the middle of & fleld and did not
appear to have been close enough to any roads or buildings to have caused
any damage. | did not Pay any more attention to the crash site until
| vas leaving the area later,

I circled the pilot on the ground at 1500 feet, the UF did the same
at about 300 feet, Approximately 15 minutes later, an old car or jecp came
up the dirt road and the pilot with parachute got into this vehicle and
proceeded toward another dirt road towards a farm house. The UF stayed
with this car orbiting overhead, | called XE~9, another squadron plane
in the vicinity, and was told that the pilot was being taken to the town
of Westmoreland for pick=up,

| made one pass over the crash sight observing a hole in the ground
with twenty or more people milling around it,

| then proceeded back to NAF, China Lake,

| have been a designated Naval Aviator for five years and have

1500 flight hours, 850 in AlD=type aircraft.

SPEC JAL HANDL ING REQUIRED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70,
OPNAVINST 3750,6D,




Tape Recording of ALD BuNo 145066, Pilot Cdr.- VX-5, Recorder No. §

Frequency 243, Omc Tape time 1251, NAF El Centro tower.

1251

Mystify 8

NJK Tower

Mystify 8

NJK Tower

Mystify 8
Mystify 8

NJK Tower

Mystify 8

Mystify 2

Mystify 8
Mystify 2
Mystify 8
Mysitfy 2

NJK Tower
Mystify 8

NJK Tower

Mystify 8

El Centro Tower, El Centro Tower, Mystify 8 on
Guard over.

Mystify 8, Tower go ahead

This is Mystify B in company with Mystify 2 ALPHA
4 DELTA, Mystify 2 has a bad fuel leak, he's down
t> 1000 pounds and he's trying to make a stright
in to your field. Were over the Salton Sea at this
time, we'd like immediate clearance direct to your
field, over.

Msstify 8 roger, our duty runway is runway 8 wind
Soutneast 5, altimeter 2983, report when closer to
the field.

Thank you

Mystify 2 from 8, your cleared direct to El Centro
its runway 8 the duty runway.

Mystify 8 El Centro.

El Centro standby, Mystify 2 this is 8 your cleared
direct El Centro, over.

This is Mystify 8 I've flamed out, can't get a relight
I'm gonna bail out.

Ah roger.
Uh you got me in sight
| have you in sight

Ok, I'm gonna un pull the curtain, |'ve got my feet
on the = = - = = Adios.

8, This is E] Centro you got time to give me a position.

Roger, mayday mayday uh pilot of Mystify 2 has bailed
out.

This is El Centro, have you got time to give me a
approximate location.

Right, about uh 3 miles South of the uh Salton sea
uh my Tacan is not working at this time {*m in the area.

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70,
(1)  OPNAVINST 3750.60.
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€6 7226 This is 226 Roger, | thing you can get a ground unit here
faster than anything. If you have an ambulance you can
put it on the road,

NJK Tower ROGER, WE''1I get an ambulance underway right away.

CG 7226 226
TAPE TIME 1264 4
Unknown Mystify 8, Mystify 1 over.
Unknown Go ahead ten.
Unknown Whats the position of wreckage over.
Unknown The wreckage is about 8 miles to the Southeast of the

South end of the Salton Sea.
Unknown Roger.

Mystify 8 From Mystify 8 can you give me a quick rundown on
the condition of the pilot, over,

TAPE TIME 1288

Unknown Mystify 1, Mystify 8, are you still on this frequency over.
Unknown Mystify 8, Mystify 9,

Unknown Roger 9 lets go button 4,

Unknown Roger, button 4.

| certify this to be a true tran
tape, as delivered to me by LCOR
Operations Officer.

of the NAF, El Centro Tower
NAF, El Centro,

LCDR USN
Senior Member

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70,
OPNAVINST 3750.60.
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JRN 3760-8 (l“u

. OFFIGER'S nms!g OF A/C AG“fNT, INCIDENT,

OR GRUUND ACCIDENT -~ PA
See OPNAVINST. 3750.6C for i %

4 OPNAY REPORY 3750.7

uctions - SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED

SECTION A - IDENTIFICATION

| (Neme axd meiling eddress of activity)

adron FIVE, China Lake,

atare of NedicalOfficer) DAIE
LT, MC, USF | 17 ocr 62 .
‘ A TIME AND zml: 7. DATE
(reimnr [ iver il 13 0 POST | 25 sep 62

8. MoDEL NC

1=62

ty) DATE

uBN 17 ocr 62

8. GEOGRAPHICAL LOCAT oM

Approx L miles ’

WW of Westmore

IN CONTROL OF A/C

10. BUNO 11, NO, OF OCCUPANTS | 12. TYPE ACCDT.| 13. DAMAGE CODE 14, UNIT OPERATING ucAirDevROn FIVE
ALD=2Y | 145066 1 B-1 A Chi nr lake, Californi
15 mgw‘wﬁm = USE AIOITIONAL 16. 17. 18, 19. 20. 21, 2.
BAR (Lest, firat end ntddle (nttials) UNIT TO WHICH ATTACHED RATE P DEs 1 GuTon " siLLey ‘seavice | ‘cooe SITIon
T\irDeva FIVE C
PO had pisot | usy |z | x

Y 4

/

Ce

/

/

23. CLARIFICATION OF ITENS 185.22 wiEN NECESSARY

30C204

24. MODEL - OTHER A/C IF INVOLVED

5. mNo

26. NO. OF OCCUPANTS

27. UKIT OPERATING A/C

28. DMMAGE CODE | 29. REPORT NO.

30. DETAILED NARRATIVE ACCOUNT OF ACCIDENT (Use additional & X 10% plain sheets if

See enclosure ( III )

reguiced)

SECTION B - MEDICAL OFF ICER'S QUEST IONNA I RE
DID THE FLIGHT SURGEON:

(1f *“NO” state recson in space belov.)

1. VISIT THE SCENE OF
THE MISHAPY

2. PARTICIPATE FULLY IN THE
FIELD INVESTIGATION?

Not deamed necessary by the board,

X
3. PARTICIPATE FULLY IN THE
X | DELIBERATIONS OF THE a/cC

Not deemed nec the
4. N FIELD INVESTIGATION 5. (N BOARD DELIBCRATIONS . IN PREPATATION OF THIS REPORT ]
5 i 5 10 _

20
[ - Glrews (K] cimimn A R
* e orrice:




-
e
PART V- The accident

CDR -was assigned A4D-2N BUNO 145066 (MYSTIFY 2) on 25 September
1962 for an authorized project flight concerned with the prosecution of
CNO assigned Project Op/V269. Origin of the flight was NAF, China Lake,

CDR- fiight leader and LT- wingman, conducted a mission
brief and received a meterological brief Prior to take-off,

The pilot, CDR — conducted a normal pre=flight of the assigned

airplane. External configuration of the airplane was two ful] 300 gallon

an AbD<2N. After a running rendezvous the flight climbed out on course
toward the E! Centro target. En route Cruise was made at 20,000 feet,
0.68 Mach. Weather en route was generally clear.

the wingman noticed fuel Streaming from the lead airplane. The time was
approximately 1345 POT, The flight leader was informed of the situation
and turned the drop tank transfer switch off as it is not unusal for A4D
type airplanes to vent some fuel overboard when transferring fuel from
the drop tanks to the wing tank. After another 30 seconds had elapsed the
wingman reported the overboard fuel flow rate increasing. The wingman
moved beneath the lead airplane for closer examination and observed fuel
streaming out heavily around the centerline bomb rack  The wingman check-
ed the right side of the airplane and reported fuel Streaming along the
wing root. The port side was also checked but there was no visible fuel
Stream on that side. However, it is hoted that from this position the
wingman was looking directly into the sun.

After securing the drop tank transfer the internal fyel reading was down
to 5,00 paunds. As the internal fuel indication continued to decrease
the pilot then resumed transfer from the drop tanks. The internal fuel
reading was now at 4,700 pounds The flight commenced descent in order

effort was not successful o the flight switched to 243.0 MC (GUARD)

and contacted E! Centro Tower, The transcript of the Guard transmission

is included as enclosure (5). By the time the tower was contacted, indicat-
ed internal fyel Quanitity was at 4,000 pounds. This reading indicated

SPECIAL HANOLING REQUIRED 1N
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70,
OPNAVINST 3750.60 it @)
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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT OF A/C ACCARENT, I DENT, OR GROUND ACCIDENT - PAGSn2 OPNAV REPORT 3750.7
OPNAY FORM 3750-8A (Rev. 5-58) H : ]
SECTION C - PHYSIOLOGICAL, HUMAN ENG tING, DESIGN, SOCI0-PSYCHOLOGICAL. AND TRAINING FACTORS
WHICH CONTRIBUTED IN SOMi .EGREE TO THIS A/C ACCIDENT, INCIDENT, OR GROUND ACCIDENT

MODEL AZC

NALE OF INODIVIDUAL (Lest, first, middle)
&o! l !!Il!! !!-p.cted, or I-Ireuu for each factor selected. Additional 8X10% plain sheets will be used for the sup-

porting account of itema checked below. Identify each statement with the factor and section identification (e.g., Cl, C2, ete.).
ing to thesne factors ta this form upon completion.

E|S|P v FACTORS E|s|P J FACTORS

PHYSIOLOG ICAL: SOCI0-PSYCHOLOGICAL : (Exotional atress from duty esarces)
1. Physically incaepacitated in flight 29, Expeditings/Delays

2. "G" forces 30, Weather

3. Eavironmental stress - External 31, Mechanical Problems

4. - Internal 32, Social and working relationships

S. Dysbarism/explosive decompression 33, Personal comfort

6. Diet : 34, Regulations

7. Fatigue 35, Facilities

8. Hypoxia 36, Navigation

9. Related illness 37:—6!"-y assignment

10. Vertigo/Disorientation/Illusiens 38, Personality traits

11. Hyperventilation NON-STRESS FACTORS:

12, Drugs : 39, Faulty attention

13. Physical state ~ | 40. Poor judgement

14. OTHER: 4l.nl;rfclfnlnenn
HUMAN ENGINEERING AND DESIGN: 4'.’._07HER SOC10-PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS

15. Personal equipment

16. Displays and/or controls

17. VWork arrangement

18. Working environment

19. Habit interfereace TRAINING FACTORS:

20. OTHER: —~‘—:;' Physiological training
SOC10-PSYCHOLOG I CAL : (Faotional stress from mon-dety sourees) 44. Emergency Procedures training
21. Pregnancy 45. Survival and rescuwe training
22. Illness or death 46. Refresher training

23. Arguments 47, Transition training

24, Elated/Depressed state 48, OTHER:

25. Personal habits - Drinking

26. - Sex =

21. = Gambling

28. = Debts

SECTION D - AIR CREW DATA (fill in where applicable)

1. Flight time past 30 days M 7. Total time in MdllJD l 973.8
2. Plight time last 24 hours Q.S 8. Number of days grounded last month, give reason
3. Number of flights in last 24 hours 2 0

4. Time at controls this flight le 9. Nusber of and dates of previous sccidents (2)

5. Number of hours duty last 24 hours 12 June, 19!3,1. TBF: Dead stick in water
6. Total flight time

SECTIONE - CONT.<IBUTING FACTORS AND THEIR ANALYSES (As condensed from Part I, Seet. D end Part VIIT of the AAR)

NOTE:r Fill in thiu section only on that set of forms prepared for FIRST individual listed in Section A, i.e. 15(a), Attach
additional sheets as necessary. -

Material failure, Suspected.,

E .

Tr V.S GOVERRMINT PMNTING SINICE: |BSA-iYiEaN

























MEDICAL OFFICER'SS_%EI)’ORT OF A/C ACCADENT, INCIDENT, OR GROUND ACCIDENT - PAGH,3

OPNAV FORM 3750-8B (

OPNAV REPORT 37507

Prepare a narrative

SECTION F - SAFETY, PERSONAL, AND SURVIVAL EQU IPMENT
sccount of damsged or failed itens. Identify each item discussed (e.g., F1, F2, ete.)

10, IF YES, WAS SELECTOR SETTING

11. WAS ALL OXYGEM EQUIPMENT NECESSARY FOR THIS FLIGHT AVAILABLET IF NO, LIST (TEMS AND REASON wWiY.

WAME OF IGCIVIDUAL (Lest, first, widdle) WOEL MG
EIEE— w2
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF | ASLE. | SPECIFIC UTILIZED| FAILED DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE
EQUIPMENT ves | wo MODEL OR TYPE ves| wo | ves | wo TO EQUIPMENT
1. Shoulder harness Integrated B
3. Lep belt ?R?m‘lfe%ted v
3, Inertis recl X C X]°
4. GeSuit X Zw3 X: X
. Pre suit-fall or partial]l L3¥¥ See addendum
6. .Exposure suit X | See addendum
T. Flight suit (Other then sbove) | X Summer lying X X
8. Holmet X APH =0 X X
mlﬁyulﬂdd X APH=O X X
10, Shoea X Iron Age Boots X X
11. Gloves X Summer Flying X X
12, Life vest X | See addendum
13, Life raft X: PK=2 X
14. OTHER:
15. SIGNAL DEVICE - Flare aright) | X MK=13 Mod O in PK-2 X
1. - Flare (pay) | X MK=13 Mod O in PK=2 X
17, - Dye marker | ¥ PK=2 X
.. -Radio (AN | PRT=3 X
». -Flublight 7] |y |See addendum
2. = Mirror X PK=? X
21. OTHER:
22, SURVIVAL GEAR - Knife b'e X
23. - First aid kiy X | See addendum
2%, - Shelter X X
5. - Food X X
26. OTHER:
27. RESCUE - Vehicle X 1 * X
28. - Sling, Net, Stretcher m
29, OTHER:
SECTION G - DETAILED EQUIPMENT QUESTIONNAIRE
1. MASK . MODEL OR TYPE 2, MODIFICATIONS, IF ANY g//
Al3 A Chest mounted soft hose; new type Hardeman fittinis
3. REGULATOR « MODEL OR TYPE 4, MODIFICATIONS, IF ANY
E| Firevel 1732-3 (3] ione (1)
! 8. PREFLIGHTED BY USER? -6/tF N0, WY NOT ~ / 7. LIST DISCREPANCIES NOTED BY PREFLIGHT CHECK
é vis wo None
PRIOR TO FLIGHT TINE OF ACCIDENT 9. WAS OXYGDN (N USE AT TIME OF
g » m.l 9 ivems (uigeid) P.5.1. (Ces) _jo_éo_‘glrm (Liguid) r.5.1. (Gar) A Yes "o
o

100% Dm

[(X] wo Dm

2. WAS OXYGEN MASK REMOYED AT ANY TIME IN FLIGHT! IF YES, GIVE DURATION MD REASON,

SR Hho 5 |

14, TYPE MARNESS RELEASE DEVICE 1 15, WHEN WERE RELEASE DEYICES ACTIVATED?

hY
5>
Rocket Jet () [13. After ejection, i, After meA

18, WERL DIFFICILTIES
yes w0

Wi T RELEASE DEVICEST IF YES, STATE DIFFICULTIES, WHEN ENCOUNTERED AND CAUSE.

AFTER ACTIVATING RELEASE DEVICES! IF YES, STATE OIFFICULTIES, WHEN ENCOUNTERED MWD CAUSE.

ﬁ. LAFE VEST INFLATCO PRIOR TO ACTIVATING WELEASE DEVICES! IT YES, WHAT DIFF ICULTILS DID THIS PROOUCEY
1 L)y no

]
=
a 17. WORE DIFFICULTIES CXCOUNTERED
*

s ormce:

[T - SRR RO






MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT OF A/C ACCI®NT, INCIDENT, GROUND ACCIDENT - PAGE ¥ OPNAY" REPORT 3780.7
OPKAV FORM 8750-8C (5-58)

SECTION G - DETAILED EQUIPMENT QUESTIONNAIRE (Continsed)

NANE OF INDI V1 DU iddle) MODEL A/C
g S SYSTEM, WOOEL/TYPE 20, INTEGRATEDY 21, MODIFICATIONS, IF ANY STATE REASON Knife pocmt on
u MA-2 E oL D"m'“ torso harness, Safety Officer order,
& ] 22. DID INTEGRATED MARNESS FIT PROPE T IF 8O, LISY DISCREPAICIES IN FIT AND GIVE REASONS THEREFOR
2 [(w ves
g 23, INTEGRATED NARNESS FITTING WAS CONDUCTED DY:
= WEARER FLIGHT SURGEON E PARACHUTE RIGGIR D AVIATION EQUIPMENT OFFICER D OT™ER
E 24, IF SMOULDER HARNESS WAS USED, WAS IT)
_E D Locken D UNLOCKED B TiGHTY D SLACK D OTHER CONDITION
28, TYPE HELMET 26. LIST PRESCRIBED MODIF ICATIONS 4/
APH=6 Chin strap, Nape strap, Inter-Helmet Hardeman Fittings (
27. OTHER MODIFICATIONS AND REASON FOR THEM 28. DID HELMET FIT PROPERLY? IF NO, GIVE REASON 4

HELMET

(e [
9. HELMET FITTING WAS CONDUCTED BY:

WEARER D FLIGHT SURcCON D PARACHUTE RIGGER D AVIATION EQUIPMINT OFFICER D OTHER

30. TYPE GHUTE 31. LAST PACKING DATE | 32. MODEL/TYPE BATLOUT OXVOEN 33, AJTOMATIC RIPCORD, IF INSTALLED (Nodel and fype) » v
|__NB~9 9-11-62 Douglas U-Shape(z) ] vove tér Spec, 1000 D ( / 2
34, DID ASTOMATIC RIPCORD FAILT IF YES, Wiv? 35. WAS RIPCORD ACTIVATION

N MANUAL AUTOMATICY
36. IF MANUALLY ACTIVATED STATE REASON AND ANY DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED

PARACHUTE

37. DID GWUITE OPEN IMMEDIATELY?Y IF NO, GIVE REASON _I 38, ALTITUDE THAT CIUTE OPENED
Yis NO 6. FELT
39. OPENING SHOCK WAS: 40. BODY ATTITUDE AT OPENING 41, CONDITION OF CHUTE mgnsot';lm m
M [3"’“‘" L] soven Feet down Shroud line over canopy, see addendum.
42, CHUTE OSCILLATION PRESENT: 43, IF OSCILLATION WAS PRESENT, HOW WAS IT STOPPED?
NoNE SLIGHT MODERATE D SEVERE S
m"re%t"yeaw;’"usog‘-awsmmed 5 Torocuni Gr LAGINGSIE  Tevel farm land, but
2 = 2
46. WAS BAILOUT OXYGEN CTED?Y 93 F 41, WAS u|LmT°orx!vcm UseED? lrfunv. iy
hﬂlf D AFTER EXIT DID D NoA. G YES DNO
48, WHEN WAS IT ACTIVATED? c-g) 49. GIVE DIFFICULFIES ENCOUNTERED WITH BAILOUT OXYGEN AND THEIR CAUSE, IF ANY
BEFORE EXIT R EX

enaum

< WO ALLUQAS CQOWI CE
€0. WAS CHUTE SITTING POSITION IN SLING OBTAINED OURING DESCENT! IF NOT, WHY?

HARNESS .
NOT
Dnm Q: D""“' — k Dnmn:o ( g
LIFE VUST D RINGT IF NOT, WY1

52, SEAT CUSHION IF PROVIDED (Model/Type, 53. WAS PARARAFT LANYARD CONNECTED YO
MM’“ [ _vest on pilot
B4, LIST TYPE OF PARACHUTE TRAINING COMPLETED BY THIS INDIVIDUAL

“¥€  Basic Tr FAETULANT Survival School, Norfolk, Va., 1959,

55, IF ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO RELEAST PARARAFT DURING DESCENT, WAS 56, IF NO, GIVE REASON
RELEASE ACTIVATED SUCCESSFULLY?

ol

OTHER

§7. IF G.SUIT, EXPOSURE SUIT, FULL OR PARTIAL PRESSURE SUIT WAS WORN, OID IY FIT FROPERLYY (F NOT, LIST DISCREPANCIES IN FIT AND GIVE REASONS
ke (O« 2

50, WAS G-SUIT EQUIPPLD WITH A SPRING-LOADED O|SCONNECT ADAPTER! IF NO, GIVE REASON

YEs Dn

59, LIST ALL ITEMS OF NON.STANDARD CLOTH ING OR SURVIVAL COUIPMENT UTiLizeo

§0. WAS ANY ITEM OF EOUIPMENT LOST! IF YES STATE ITEM. WHEN LOST, A0 | 61. wAS vy ITEM OF EQU IPMENT DISCARDED? IFf YES, STATE (TEM, WHON ©O1SCARDED .
REASON FOR LOSS. AND EEASON FOR DISCARD.

e O fdw [}

T UK SOVEANMLAT PRINTING GFTICE IBe-aTieny

R A e S = g
|






EDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT OF A/

C©CIDENT. INCIDENT, OR GROUND ACCIDF"“i — PAGE 5

M i
OPNAV FORM 3750-8D (Rev. 5-58)

OPNAY REPORT 3750.7

SECTION H - EMERGENCY EXIT FROM A/C AND SURVIVAL FACTORS

same or ixoiviouaL (Last, first, middle)

E S.SUSPECTED, E-ESTABLISHED

MODEL A/C

ALD=2N

REMARKS

1. EJECTION - Attempted

X| = - Accomplished

3 - Through canopy

YES

NO EJECTION DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED

4, - Prior to

5. - During

6. - Subsequent to

IF YES, EXPLAIN DIFFICULTIES

7. Give type and model of seat used

RAPEC T

8. sAlLOUT - Attempted

- Accomplished

3 ALTITUDE AT TINE OF EXIT (feer)

ABOVE SEA LEVEL
12. COLLISION OF A/C WITH

ABOVE TOPOGRAPHY e

30°

13. CONTROLLED?

UND WATER YES

dive

14 POWER

[ e [aor

level

15. WHEELS

2 [

18. SEA STATE

19. AIR TEMP. |20 WATER TEMP,

10, ATTITUDE OR MANEUVER OF A/C AT EXIT ofm T1. AIRSPEED
/) —(5) Est. 280 Kts.

D FuLL ur D PARTIAL

21, A/C FLOATED |22, TIME IN WATER

23, TIME IN RAFT

CANOPY POSITION AT EXIT OR
D OPEN D cLoseD JETTISONED

r °F stc
74 EXIT USED 75 15 THIS THE RECONMENDED EXIT! IF NO STATE REASON FOR CHOICE.
BAIL OUT
OR YES D NO
COLLI: I35 DIFFICULTIES WITH THIS EXIT WERE 37 STATE NATGRE OF OUFICULTY
SION
n N N
WITH REACHING OPENING EXITING
WATER [5G0V POSITION DURING EXIT
OR
GROUND

29. LIST OTHER FACTORS NOT INDICATED ABOVE WHICH ATFECTED EXIT FROM A/C

SURVIVAL FACTORS; Check factors
. ete.)

below and attach to this

below which are riate for this
faclors checked APR6 “tnis.

form.

accident. Prepare a detalled
Identify ecach item discussed by

narrative account
iftem number (e.g

of the
.. H30,

TIONS:

MAINTAINING BODY TEMPERATURE:

30. Communicated position prior to mishap

50. Items used as shelter

)

31. Witnesses at scene

51. Items used as clothing

ll

32, Electronic signal devices

52, Fire

33, Visual signal devices

53. OTHER:

34. Auditory signal devices

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS:

35. OTHER: 54. Exposure to natural forces

TRAVEL: 55. Exposure to dangerous animals and plants
36. LAND 56. Unfriendly native population
37. WATER 57. OTHER:

 SHELTER: MORALE:

; 38. Life raft 58. Isolation
39. Parachute 59. Psychological shock
40. A/C structure 60. Lack of motivation to survive
41, Natural shelter 61. Boredom

62. Rationing, activities, and group coordination

63. OTHER:







L‘ MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT OF A/C JCCIDENT. INCIDENT. OR GROUND ACCIDENT - PAGE 6 OPNAY REPORT 3750.7
! OPNAV FORM 3750-8E (Rev. 5-58) ‘

| SRS ! (§ Seooms —
SECTION 1 - PATHOLOGICAL FACTORS (Use A to denote ANTE MORTEM; P for POST MORT&M, when known and applicable. )

NAME OF INDIVIDUAL [ Last, first, middle) MODEL A/C

TON AND DIRECTION FACING AT TIME OF ACCIDENT INJURY CODE

e n geat D

INTERNAL INJURIES on-Jaral cases]

ONECIOUSNESS

3 SHORY DURATION oTHER
LITTLE SIGNIFICANCE { give time)
9 CEREBRAL CONCUSSION 10. FACIAL INJURIES (. e, ¢.) 1 INTRA-ORAL INJURIES
D NINOR D SERIOUS D CRITICAL D FATAL
HEAD — - -
1 L1 ] L] ) -
INJURIES | 2. MINOK EYE INJURTES 3. MAJOR EYE INJURIES
D RIGHT D LEFTY D RIGHT LEFT
14.TYPE SKULL [ VERTEBRAE (Specify No.) UPPER ARM|[LOWER ARM HAND UPPER LEG |LOWER LEG Fo0T
oF “:‘::‘;f:" RIBS | PELVIS = T
CHAN FACIAL cEny HOR LUMBAR | SACRAL] coccYx ] L L3 L L] L R L R L L] L
ERACTURE e
SINPLE . J—
COMPOUND |
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STATEMENT OF COR _CONCERNING ACCIDENT '™OL'™WG ALD-2N
BUNO 145066 = -

-~

| inspected aircraft BUNO 145066 ALD-2N prior to take-eff on
@ routine bombing mission and found no discrepancies. Both external
tanks were full and total fuel was 9400 pounds, All press to test lights
were working. | made my take-off at about 1318 which was uneventful,
Climb out was made at 310 knots to 20,000 feet. | cruised at 20,000
feet, .68 mach, 94% fuel flow was about 3000 pounds per hour.
I started fuel transfer at 4500 pounds indicated fuel. The fuel gauge
went up to 5300 pounds and remained there. My wingman and | were homing
on the Thermal VORTAC and about 30 minutes out from China Lake when he
reported that | was losing fuel. Thinking that | might be overflowing
due to fuel transfer | shut off my transfer pressure switch. My wingman
then reported that | was still losing fuel and that it was coming from
my wing roots. My fuel gauge had dropped to 5000 pounds by this time.
| told my wingman that my fuel was dropping and that | would try to go
into El Centro. The fue! was then noted to be 4700 pounds. | turned
the pressure switch back on to attempt to transfer more fuel into my
main tank. We then switched to Channel 2 and attempted to get El Centro
tower. | could not get the tower on Channel 2 so switched to GUARD,
My fuel then was reading 4000 pounds. My wingman contacted El Centro Tower
and cleared me for a straight in approach,

. My fuel went to 1000 pounds and | told my wingman that | dindn't
think 1 could make El Centro. The engine then flamed out. The altitude
was approximately 15,000, Fuel quanity was still 1000 pounds, fuel flow
was 0 and the RPM was at START. | tried to re-light using main gener~
ator and primary fuel control which was unsuccessful. | lost electrical
power during the re-light attempt. | pulled the emergency drop out gen-

erator and regained electrical power. | called my wingman and told him
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that | was flamed out. Then | went to manual fuel control and made
two re-start attempts with no luck. Fuel quantity still read 1000
pounds and | do not remember seeing the fuel transfer light on.

I then told my wingman that | was going to eject after | had
descended below the clouds and when not over the lake. Just before |
ejected | noted my airspeed was about 280 knots and my altitude was about
7,000 feet. Just prior to ejection | pointed the airplane toward some
open fields and trimed nose down. | told my wingman that my feet were on
the rudder pedals and 'adios'. | pulled the curtain with both hands and
was ejected with no problems. Seat separation went as advertised and the
parachute deployed on schedule. Everything seemed normal except that |
seemed to have two small parachutes instead of one. | guess a shroud line
was over the top of the chute. | was swinging back and forth and | pulled
on one of the risers to Stop this but one side of the chute acted like
it was going to dump so | stopped pulling on the riser. | released the
left leg strap and the survival gear swung to my right side. When |
got near the ground | held on to the risers and put my legs together,

My rate of descent seemed quite rapid during the last couple of seconds.
| was going to try to roll on impact and release the quick disconnects
as soon as | hit; however, | hit so hard | didn't even move from point
of impact. | could not breath and my right foot hurt quite a bit, | get
on my knees and released the risers as soon as | could. The surface wind
was calm and | was not dragged. | then stood on one leg and signaled my
wingman that | was okay. | was picked up by a farmer and transferred to
a police car for the trip to NAF, El Centro.

| do not know how this accident could have been prevented or foreseen,
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At spproxinately 1315, 25 septenber 1962, cor [~ xc-2
(145066) and 1 departed NAF, China Lake on a scheduled flight to the
Yuma target complex. At approximately 1345, we were proceeding at
20,000 feet heading 130° y approximately 5 miles west of Thermal Vartoc
when | noticed fuel streaming from the lead airplane. It started sud-
denly and appeared to be excessive for overboard dump associated with
fuel transfer from the drop tanks.,

| called XE~2 and informed him of the condition, he acknowledged by
switching his transfer switch off, After 30 seconds, | reported that
the fuel stream was increasing and that it looked like a fuel leak,

I moved in under XE-2 and obssrved fuel streaming out heavily around the
centerline bomb rack, | reported to XE-2 that he may have lost the plub
In the rack and better head for a field. | moved over to the right side
of XE=2 and reported fuel streaming along the wing root, On checking
the port side of the airplane, there appeared to be no leak on that side,
Ve started descending at this time.

cor [N +<knowicdged seying he had 4ooo 1bs and was headed for
El Centro. We switched to 340.2 MC and attempted contact with El Centro
tower; XE=2 first with no results and I second with negative resul ts,

I told XE-2 | was swi tching to Guard frequency, he acknowledged. EI

Centro tower came up on Guard after one call, was informed of problem and

rogered duty Runwey 8, At this time, | heard XE-2 reported "1000 1bs",

I relayed El Centro duty Runwey and 'standing by', and noticed XE=2 dropp~-

ing back, We were passing through approximately 10,000 feet at this time,
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| dropped speed brakes to get back alongside XE-2 and heard 'Mayday,
flamed out, | don't think | can get it started again', I rogered, COR
-called "I'm getting out, got my feet on the pedals, keep me in
sight', | rogered, and reduced power further as | still had not gotten
abeam of XE~2, At the time of ejection, | had a clear view of the air=
craft, my position being slightly ahead and about 500 feet to the star=
board side., | observed the canopy jettison, followed very closely by
the seat, The seat and pilot separated and the parachute opened shortly
thereafter, The ejection sequence appeared normal in every respect,
The PRT=3 beacon began ''beeping' loud and clear., | commenced a tight
port orbit around the descending parachute and called 'Mayday'' = giving
approximete position of crash, Several other stations acknowledged ine-
cluding El Centro and 2 UF in the area. | estimote our altitude at
time of ejection was between 5 and 8 thousand feet. The UF called in,
saying he had a puff of smoke in sight but nothing else, | gave him my
position relative to the smoke. The UF acknowledged that he had me in
sight. | reported the: parachute’s position in the center of my orbit
and he rogered saying he had it im sight. At this time, | was at one
thousand feet and saw the UF come across the shoreline of the Salton Sea
from the north at a lower altitude, | observed the pilot land near a
dirt road about a mile and a2 half south of the Salton Sea about one mile
east of U,S. Highwey 99. The UF wes orbiting at about 100 feet and made
repeated low passes over the pilot initially reporting to El Centro tower
that the pilot appeared in good condition with the exception of an Injurad
leg. The parachute was on the ground next to the pilot = the PRT beacon
was still broadcasting loud and clear,
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During the parachute's descent, | looked to the south to see where
the airplane had crashed and observed a thin column of smoke below a
large puff of smoke over the crash site, | missed the actual impact
by several seconds. The crash was In the middle of & fleld and did not
appear to have been close enough to any roads or buildi ngs to have caused
any damage, | did not pay any more attention to the crash site until
I was leaving the area later,

I circled the pilot on the ground at 1500 feet, the UF did the same
at about 300 feet, Approximately 15 minutes later, an old car or jeep came
up the dirt road and the pilot with parachute got into this vehicle and
proceeded toward another dirt road towards a farm house. The UF stayed
with this car orbiting overhead, | called XE~9, another squadron plane
in the vicinity, and was told that the pilot was being taken to the town
of Westmoreland for pick=up,

| made one pass over the crash sight observing a hole in the ground
with twenty or more people milling around it.

| then proceeded back to NAF, China Lake,

I have been a designated Naval Aviator for five years and have

1500 flight hours, 850 in AlD-type aircraft.,
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Tape Recording of ALD BuNo 145066, Pilot car. [N V%-5+ Recorder No. 5

Frequency 243, Omc Tape time 1251, NAF E! Centro tower.

1251

Mystify 8

NJK Tower

Mystify 8

NJK Tower

Mystify 8
Mystify 8

NJK Tower
Mystify 8

Mystify 2

Mystify 8
Mystify 2
Mystify 8
Mysitfy 2

NJK Tower
Mystify 8

NJK Tower

Mystify 8

El Centro Tower, El Centro Tower, Mystify 8 on
Guard over.

Mystify 8, Tower go ahead

This is Mystify 8 in company with Mystify 2 ALPHA
% DELTA, Mystify 2 has a bad fuel leak, he's down
t> 1700 pounds and he's trying to make a stright
in to your field. Were over the Salton Sea at this
timz, we'd like immediate clearance direct to your
field, over.

puntify 8 roger, our duty runway is runway 8 wind
S-Ltiteast 5, altimeter 2983, report when closer to
the field.

Thank you

Mystify 2 from 8, your cleared direct to El Centro
its runway 8 the duty runway.

Mystify 8 El Centro.

El Centro standby, Mystify 2 this is 8 your cleared
direct El Centro, over.

This is Mystify 8 I've flamed out, can't get a relight
1'm gonne ball out.

Ah roger.
Uh you got me in sight
| have you in sight

Ok, |'m gonna un pull the curtain, |'ve got my feet
on the = = = = =Adios.

8, This is El Centro you got time to give me a position.

Roger, mayday mayday uh pilot of Mystify 2 has bailed
out.

This is El Centro, have you got time to give me a
approximate location.

Right, about uh 3 miles South of the uh Salton sea
uh my Tacan is not working at this time |'m in the area.
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€o 7226

NJK Tower
€6 7226
TAPE TIME 1264
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown

Unknown
Mystify 8

TAPE TIME 1288
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown

This |s 226 Roger, | thing you can get @ ground unit here
fastor than anything. If you have an ambulance you can
put 1t on the road,

ROGER, WE"1I get an ambulance underway right away.

226

'

Mystify B8, Mystify | over.

Go ahead ten.

whats the position of wrackage over.

The wreckage |s about 8 miles to the Southeast of the
south end of the Salton Seo,

Roger.

From Mystify 8 can you glve me & quick rundown on
the condition of the pllot, over.

Mystify 1, Mystify 8, are you sti)] on this frequency over.
Mystify 8, Mystify 9.

Roger 9 lets go button &,

Roger, button b,

| cortify this to be a true ‘r."ﬁirli' of the NAF, E| Centro Tower

tape, 83 dollvered to me by LCOR

NAF, EI Centro,

Operations Officer

Sanlor Member
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PART VIl = The Investigation

The initial phase of the investigation commenced with the arrival
of the VX=§ Saftey Officer and FI ight Surgeon at NAF, El Centro
approximately three (3) hours after the accident. Initial questioning
of the pilot was accomplished and arrangements made for photographic
and guard services at the crash site,

Investigation of the crash site commenced on the fol lowing morn-
ing and preliminary effort was directed toward mapping the area and
locating major aircraft components plus all components associated with
the fuel system, This ma i ed as enclosure (6). The invest-
igation was aided by Mr, mw’ Douglas Aircraft Company and
Mr. _of Curtiss-Wright Corporation, LCDRﬂof the
Sefety Center wes also present. At the same time, a canvas of adjacent
dwelling sites wes m:de to locate witnesses., The area in which the
pilot landed was surveved by Jeep and by air in an effort to locate
the canopy and ejection seat. Thorough search of the field and manual
excavation of the impact hole yielded approximately 70% of the bottom
and top areas of the fuselage fuel cell, sections of the fuel boost
pump and most of the fuel line fittings,

On 28 September, clean-up of the crash site was made by a crew
from NAF, El Centro and the debris unloaded in the NAF salvage yard.
This debris was searched again for additional parts,

The results of the investigation in the El Centro area ascertained
that:

(1) No ground eye witnesses to the actual ejection and subsequent
impact of the airplane could be located.

(2) No indication of in=flight fire could be found. (Portions
of the fire detection system were recovered arnd were properly assembled).

(3) The ejection seat and airplane canopy could not be located.
Civil law enforcement egencies were alerted and requested to notify NAF,
El Centro in the event that information materialized regarding either
location of the canopy and ejection seat or eye witnesses,

(4) Examination of the recovered fragments of the fuselage fuel cell
indicated fuel activation of parts of the bottom of the fuel cell prior to

impact,

All recovered fuel system components were taken to Douglas Aircraft
Company at Long Bgach for essembly and enalysis. Dougles Aircraft and
Firestone Rubber provided engineering assistance for laboratory analysis
and reconstruction of the fuselage fuel celi. The result of these steps
are summarized as follows:
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PART V- The accident

CDR-was assigned A4D-2N BUNO 145066 (MYSTIFY 2) on 25 Scptember
1962 for ‘an authorized Project flight concerned with the prosecution of
CNO assigned Project Op/v269. Origin of the flight was NAF, Chine Lake,
Calif., and the flight mission called for giide bombing on target 103A
located in the vicinity of NAF, El Centro, Calif. and on target ''Candid
Camera" in the Yuma, Arizona Area

CDR - flight )eader and LT - wingman, conducted a mission
brief and received @ meterological brief Prior to take-off.

The pilot, cor [ conoucees . normal pre=flight of the assigned
airplane. External configuration of the airplane was two full 300 gallon
drop tanks and a centerline practice bomb rack with 4 MK 89 practice bombs

an A4bD-2N. After @ running rendezvous the flight climbed out on course
toward the E} Centro target. En route Cruise was made at 20,000 feet,
0.68 Mach. Weather €N route was generally clear.

As the flight passed about § miles to the west of Thermal Vortac
the wingman notjced fuel Streaming from the lead airplane. The time was
approximately 1345 ppT. The flight leader was informed of the Situation
and turned the drop tank transfer switch off as it js not unusal for AL4D
type airplanes to vent some fuel overboard when transferring fuel from
the drop tanks to the wing tank. After another 30 seconds had elapsed the
wingman reported the overboard fye} flow rate increasing. The wingman
moved beneath the lead airplane for closer examination and observed fuel
Streaming out heavily around the centerline bomb rack The wingman check-

wing root. The Port side was also checked but there was no visible fuel
Stream on that side. However, it is noted that from this position the
wingman was looking directly into the sun.

When the fuel streaming had been reported to the pilot his internal
fuel reading was at 5,300 pounds, having commenced fuel transfer from
the drop tanks at an indicated internal fuel reading of 4,500 pounds .

After Securing the drop tank transfer the internal fuel reading was down
to 5,00 paunds. 5 the internal fuel indication continued to decrease
the pilot then resumed transfer from the drop tanks. The internal fyel
reading was now at 4,700 pounds The flight commenced descent in order
to get below the Scattered to broken Stratus clouds in the El Centro
area. Bases of the clouds were at approximately 6,000 feet During
this time anattempt was made to contact El Centro on 340.2MC. This
effort was not successful so the flight switched to 243.0 MC (GUARD)
and contacted E! Centro Tower. The transcript of the Guard transmission
is included as enclosure (5). By the time the tower was contacted, indicat-
ed internal fye) quanitity was at 4,000 pounds. This reading indicated
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stavement of con [ERNERINIIIIIIN CONCERN ING ACC IDENT  IVOLVING AbD-2N
BUNO 145066

| inspected alrcraft BUNO 145066 ALD-2N prior to take-eff on
@ routine bombing mission and found no discrepancies. Both external
tanks were full and total fuel was 9400 pounds, All press to test lights
were working. | made my take-off at about 1318 which was uneventful,
Climb out was made at 310 knots to 20,000 feet. | cruised at 20,000
feet, .68 mach, 94% fuel flow was about 3000 pounds per hour.

I started fuel transfer at 4500 pounds indicated fuel, The fuel gauge
went up to 5300 pounds and remained there. My wingman and | were homing
on the Thermal VORTAC and about 30 minutes out from China Lake when he
reported that | was losing fuel, Thinking that | might be overflowing
due to fuel transfer | shut off my transfer pressure switch., My wingman
then reported that | was still losing fuel and that it was coming from
my wing roots. My fuel gauge had dropped to 5000 pounds by this time.

| told my wingman that my fuel was dropping and that | would try to go
into El Centro. The fue! was then noted to be L700 pounds. 1| turned

the pressure switch back on to attempt to transfer more fuel into my
main tank. We then switched to Channel 2 and attempted to get El Centro
tower. | could not get the tower on Channel 2 so switched to GUARD,

My fuel then was reading 4000 pounds. My wingman contacted E| Centro Tower
and cleared me for a straight in approach,

My fuel went to 1000 pounds and | told my wingman that | dindn't
think )| could meke El Centro. The engine then flamed out. The altitude
was approximately 15,000, Fuel quanity was still 1000 pounds, fuel flow
was 0 and the RPM was at START., | tried to re=light using main gener=
ator and primary fuel control which was unsuccessful. | lost electrical
power during the re-light attempt. | pulled the emergency drop out gen=

erator and regained electrical power. | called my wingman and told him
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that | was flamed out. Then | went to manual fuel control and made
two re-start attempts with no luck, Fuel quantity still read 1000
pounds and | do not remember seeing the fuel transfer light on.

| then told my wingmen that | was going to eject after | had
descended below the clouds and when not over the lake. Just before |
ejected | noted my airspeed was about 280 knots and my altitude was about
7,000 feet. Just prior to ejection | pointed the airplane toward some
open fields and trimed nose down. | told my wingman that my feet were on
the rudder pedals and "adios'. | pulled the curtain with both hands and
was ejected with no problems. Seat separation went as advertised and the
parachute deployed on schedule. Everything seemed normal except that |
seemed to have two small parachutes instead of one. | guess a shroud line
was over the top of the chute. | was swinging back and forth and | pulled
on one of the risers to stop this but one side of the chute acted like
it was going to dump so | stopped pulling on the riser. | released the
left leg strap and the survival gear swung to my right side. When |
got near the ground | held on to the risers and put my legs together.
My rate of descent seemed quite rapid during the last couple of seconds.
| was going to try to roll on impact and release the quick disconnects
as soon as | hit; however, | hit so hard | didn't even move from point
of impact. | could not breath and my right foot hurt quite a bit, | got
on my knees and released the risers as soon as | could, The surface wind
was calm and | was not dragged. | then stood on one leg and signaled my
wingman that | was okay. | was picked up by a farmer and transferred to
a police car for the trip to NAF, El Centro.

| do not know how this accident could have been prevented or foreseen.

SPEC 1AL HANDLING REQUIRED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 70, pycLosURE (2]
OPNAVINST 3750.6D.

e bty



Statement of LT USN concerning accident
involvlng - 5

At approximately 1315, 25 September 1962, CDR- in XE=2
(145066) and 1 departed NAF, China Lake on a scheduled flight to the
Yuma target complex, At approximately 1345, we were proceeding at
zo 000 feet heading 130° M approximately 5 miles west of Thermal Vartoe
when | noticed fuel streaming from the lead airplane. |t started sud=-
denly and appeared to be excessive for overboard dump associated with
fuel transfer from the drop tanks.

I called XE=2 and informed him of the condition, he acknowledged by
switching his transfer switch off, After 30 seconds, | reported that
the fuel stream was increasing and that it looked like a fuel leak,

I moved in under XE=2 and obssrved fuel Streaming out heavily around the
centerline bomb rack, | reported to XE-2 that he may have lost the plub
In the rack and better head for a field, | moved over to the right side
of XE~2 and reported fuel Streaming along the wing root, On checking
the port side of the airplane, there appeared to be no leak on that side.
We started descending at this time.

CDR - acknowledged saying he had 4000 Ibs and was headed for
El Centro, We switched to 340.2 MC and attempted contact with El Centro
tower; XE-2 first with no results and | second with negative results.

I told XE«2 | wes switching to Guerd frequency, he acknowledged, EI

Centro tower came up on Guard after one call, wes informed of problem and

rogered duty Runwey 8, At this time, | heard XE-2 reported 1000 1bs',

I relayed El Centro duty Runvay and 'standing by", and noticed XE-2 dropp~

ing back. We were passing through approximately 10,000 feet at this time,
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| dropped speed brakes to get back alongside XE~2 and heard 'Mayday,
flamed out, | don't think | can get it started again'., | rogered, CDR
-colled "I'm getting out, got my feet on the pedals, keep me in
sight'. 1| rogered, and reduced power further as | still had not gotten
abeam of XE=2, At the time of ejection, | had a clear view of the air=
craft, my position being slightly ahead and about 500 feet to the star-
board side. | observed the canopy jettison, followed very closely by
the seat. The seat and pilot separated and the parachute opened shortly
thereafter, The ejection sequence appeared normal in every respect.
The PRT-3 beacon began ''beeping'’ loud and clear. | commenced a tight
port orbit around the descending parachute and called 'Mayday' = giving
approximate position of crash, Several other stations acknowledged in=
cluding El Centro and @ UF in the area, | estimdte our altitude at
time of ejection was between 5 and 8 thousand feet. The UF called in,
saying he had a puff of smoke in sight but nothing else. | gave him my
position relative to the smoke. The UF acknowledged that he had me in
sight. | reported the: parachute's position in the center of my orbit
and he rogered saying he had it is sight, At this time, | wos at one
thousand feet and saw the UF come across the shoreline of the Salton Sea
from the north at a lower altitude, | observed the pilot land near a
dirt road about a mile and a half south of the Salton Sea about one mile
east of U.S, Highwey 99. The UF was orbiting at about 100 feet and made
repeated low passes over the pilot initially reporting to El Centro tower
that the pilot appeared in good condition with the exception of an injured
leg. The parachute was on the ground next to the pilot - the PRT beacon
was still broadcasting loud and clear,
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During the parachute's descent, | looked to the South to see where
the airplane had crashed and observed a thin ecolumn of smoke below a
large puff of smoke over the crash site, | missed the actual impact
by several seconds. The crash was In the middle of a fleld and did not
appear to have been close enough to any roads or buildings to have caused
any damage, | did not Pay any more attention to the crash site until
| wes leaving the area later,

[ circled the pilot on the ground at 1500 feet, the UF did the same
at about 300 feet, Approxlmately 15 minutes later, an old car or jecp came
up the dirt road and the pilot with parachute got Into this vehicle and
proceeded toward another dirt road towards a farm house. The UF stayed
with this car orbiting overhead, | called XE~9, another squadron plane
in the vicinity, and was told that the pilot was being taken to the town
of Westmoreland for pick=up,

| made one pass over the crash sight observing a hole in the ground
with twenty or more people milling around it,

I then proceeded back to NAF, China Lake,

I have been a designated Naval Aviator for five years and have

1500 flight hours, 850 in AbD-type aircraft,
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Tape Recording of A4D BuNo 145066, Pilot Cdr, - VX=5, Recorder No. 5
Frequency 243, omc Tape time 1251, NAF €1 Centro tower.

1251 Mystify 8 El Centro Tower, El Centro Tower, Mystify 8 on
Guard over,

NJK Tower Mystify 8, Tower go ahead

Mystify 8 T.is is Mystify 8 in company with Mystify 2 ALPHA

o time, we'd like immediate clearance direct to your
' field, over.

NJK Tower Fentify 8 roger, our duty runway is runway 8 wind
Sutr=ast 5, altimeter 2983, report when closer to
the fieid,

Mystify 8 Thank you

Mystify 8 Mystify 2 from 8, your cleared direct to I Centro
its runway 8 the duty runway.

NJK Tower Mystify 8 E1 centro.

Mystify 8 El Centro Standby, Mystify 2 this is 8 your cleared
direct El Centro, over,

Mystify 2 This is Mystify 8 |'ve flamed out, can't get a relight
I''m gonna bail out.

Mystify 8 Ah roger,
Mystify 2 Uh you got me in sight
Mystify 8 I have you in sight

Mysitfy 2 Ok, I'm gonna un pull the curtain, I've got my feet
on the - = ~ « ~Adios,

NJK Tower 8, This is EI Centro you got time to give me a position.

Mystify 8 Roger, mayday mayday uh pilot of Mystify 2 has bailed
out,

NJK Tower This is E] Centro, have You got time to give me a
approximate location,

Mystify 8 Right, about uh 3 miles South of the yh Salton sea
uh my Tacan is not working at this time 1*»m in the area,
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cG 7226 This is 226 Roger, | thing you can get a ground unit here
faster than anything. If you have an ambulance you can
put it on the road.

NJK Tower ROGER, WE''Il get an ambulance underway right away.

CG 7226 226

TAPE TIME 1264 d

Unknown Mystify 8, Mystify 1 over.

Unknown Go ahead ten.

Unknown whats the position of wreckage over.

Unknown The wreckage is about 8 miles to the Southeast of the

South end of the Salton Sea.
Unknown Roger.

Mystify 8 From Mystify 8 can you give me a quick rundown on
the condition of the pilot, over,

TAPE TIME 1288

Unknown Mystify 1, Mystify 8, are you still on this frequency over.
Unknown Mystify 8, Mystify 9.

Unknown Roger 9 lets go button 4,

Unknown Roger, button k.

| certify this to be a true transcript of the NAF, El1 Centro Tower
tepe, as delivered to me by LCOR _ NAF, El Centro,
Operations Officer

LCDR USN
Senior Member
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PART VIl = The Investigation

The initial phase of the investigation commenced with the arrival
of the VX-5 Saftey Officer and Flight Surgeon at NAF, El Centro
approximately three (3) hours after the accident. Initial questioning
of the pilot was accomplished and arrangements made for photographic
and guard services at the crash site.

Investigation of the crash site commenced on the fol lowing morn=
ing and preliminary effort was directed toward mapping the area and
locating major aircraft components plus all components associated with
the fuel system, This map is included as enclosure (6). The invest=-
igation was aided by Mr. [ENNEIof Oouglas Aircraft Company and
Mr. (DN Curtiss-Wright Corporation. LCDR ﬂof the
Safety Center wes aiso present., At the same time, a canvas of adjacent
dwelling sites was m:de to locate witnesses, The area in which the
pilot landed wes surveved by jeep and by air in an effort to locate
the canopy and ejection sest., Thorough seerch of the field and manual
excavation of the impact hole yielded approximetely 70% of the bottom
and top areas of the fuseclage fuel cell, sections of the fuel boost
pump and most of the fuel line fittings.

On 28 September, clean-up of the crash site was made by a crew
from NAF, El Centro and the debris unloaded in the NAF salvage yard,
This debris wes searched again for additional parts,

The results of the investigation in the El Centro area ascertained
that:

(1) No ground eye witnesses to the actual ejection and subsequent
impact of the airplane could be located.

(2) No indication of in=flight fire could be found. (Portions
of the fire detection system were recovered arnd were properly assembled),

(3) The ejection seat and airplane canopy could not be located.
Civil law enforcement egencies were alerted and requested to notify NAF,
El Centro in the event that information materialized regarding either
location of the canopy and ejection seat or eye witnesses.

(4) Examination of the recovered fragments of the fuselage fuel cell
indicated fuel activation of parts of the bottom of the fuel cell prior to

impact,

All recovered fuel system components were taken to Douglas Aircraft
Company at Long Beach for essembly and enalysis, Dougles Aircraft and
Firestone Rubber provided engineering assistance for laboratory analysis
and reconstruction of the fuselage fuel cell, The result of these steps
are summarized as follows:
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